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Choosing to Show Up

Imagine how difficult it must have been

for Mary Magdalene and Mary the

mother of James and Joseph to show up

at the tomb that morning. They and the

other women had been followers of

Jesus since his preaching in Galilee. The

women were the supporters of his

ministry, providing for him so that he

could focus on healing, proclaiming the

good news, and teaching. The women

stayed with Jesus through the trial and crucifixion, keeping vigil. Surely it would

have been easier to just stay in their rooms that morning after the sabbath.

Surely it would have been easier not to face the people's stares and whispers!

"Weren't they part of the group that were with Jesus of Nazareth?" The women

chose to be courageous and show up. They chose to be faithful in prayer.

Unbound for Action

Choosing to be courageous and show up can be daunting in the face of fear or

discouragement. The story of the women at the tomb and the bent-over



woman reveal that finding the courage to show up and to be faithful opens us

to the grace of Jesus Christ. Through their persistence in showing up, these

women were met by Christ and freed to go out with joy. Mary and Mary

Magdalene are the first to see the empty tomb and to hear the angel's

message that Christ is risen. They run to tell the others, hearts full of joy.

The good news of Easter is that when we choose to be courageous and be

faithful in prayer, we are met by the risen Christ. We are freed to go forth with

joy to share the grace of Christ! There are many difficulties that we may face

in choosing to show up with faith. Poverty, shame, systems that oppress

women, traditions that objectify women, fear and powerlessness are barriers

that women face when they seek an encounter with Jesus Christ. Women can

be bound by cultural expectations or power structures that restrict the roles of

women in church or society.

When Mary and Mary Magdalene were sent by the risen Jesus to share the

news, can you imagine the joy on their faces? Can you imagine their

breathless conversations with the other disciples, telling them about the empty

tomb and the greetings of Jesus? They were set free to tell the good news with

joy.

The Work of Unbinding Today

Many Missionaries and church groups today do the work of listening to women

in local and international settings. They are ambassadors for Christ, learning

the ways that women are bent over by oppression or cultural expectations.

These regional Missionaries worship with women and equip them by

experiencing freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ.

Spring Break Art Contest



The Friends of Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge are pleased to announce a

brand new 2021 Spring Break Youth Art Contest, which is open to K-8th grade

students—residing in the Ridgefield School District, Clark County and the

Portland-Metro area (Cowlitz and Wahkiakum and Multnomah Counties as well –

if you are not sure, please ask), including those who are homeschooled or belong

to a youth/art program.

Submissions are due by April 11th.  Click on the title to be linked to all the

details!

Arbor Day Activity

With the weather turning nicer and COVID restrictions still in place, many of

the Arbor Day events will not be happening.  In October 2020 in place of the

Old Apple Tree Festival, Vancouver released a self-guided tour of the heritage

trees in Vancouver.  The information is still available at the following link

including a flyer and

map:  https://www.cityofvancouver.us/publicworks/page/self-guided-heritage-

tree-tour.

Planning for High school

and Beyond

Want to attend a workshop to help you with planning for High School and

Beyond?  

One will be offered on April 9, 2021 from 12-5 pm.

Clink on the link to get the registration form and other information.

https://salmoncrlc.weebly.com/planning-for-high-school--beyond.html



Gardening as a Family

Activity

Gardening can be so fun as well as relaxing! What a great family activity to

welcome in the spring! To start children out with basic gardening knowledge

check out some beginning tips from magazines, online articles, or books from

the library. What a great way to do science....outside and in the dirt! An added

benefit.....food for your table. They may eat veggies better too if they grew them

themselves!  (Especially if they get to help pick the varieties that will be grown!)

The God-Centered

Homeschool

Christian Educators Home Education of Washington is sharing the free event

put together by Homeschool Summits.  Beginning April 5th is a week of

encouraging, thought-provoking sessions.

Here is the link for more information and/or to register.

Opening Back Up

Some of the activities that homeschoolers regularly visit and activities that they

regularly did are opening back up.  Links are included to the pages that detail

their opening and admission requirements.

Learn about local history at Fort Vancouver National Historic Site.  Lots of

learning activities available.

Creation Encounter Tours are back up and going.  The list of current tours and

how to participate are on their page.

The Oregon Zoo is opening with masks required, distancing, and limited

numbers of people at a time.  Admission is by tickets that are

purchased/reserved on line in advance of your visit ONLY.

OMSI is also opening. To meet state guidelines and help keep our entire

community healthy, OMSI has limited capacity, introduced staggered ticketing

times, posted social distancing markers throughout the museum, and more.

Ridgefield Wildlife Refuge is open as well.  

Many other locations are opening, planning to open, or completing the

renovation projects that they started during the closures. More will be added in

the future.  If you know of any openings that you think should be added to this

newsletter, please email them to CCHE.
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CCHE Park Days

Come and join other homeschooling families at playground in Columbia Tech

Center Park.   Wednesday, April 14th in the morning from 10 am until Noon.

This will be the first of our monthly park days.  Each month we will be enjoying a

different park.

If you need to look up directions, the address is 17701 SE Mill Plain Blvd,

Vancouver, WA 98683

It was suggested that you park at the Khol's parking lot (where you have to

cross a busy street) or at the back of the parking lot near HUB (Hopworks

Urban Brewery) restaurant.

For May, we will be meeting at Marshall Park just off I-5 at Mill Plain Blvd.  On

May 12th from 10-12.

Cool Links

Pearson Air Field - Information about the history of the field and other

educational information.  There is lots to learn here. They are closed for now

while they are installing a new exhibit.  Reopening is planned for May 2021.

List of books for helping to explain what happens when someone is homeless or

how they got that way from a the team at Saskatoon Public Library

(Saskatchewan, Canada).

Fort Vancouver Regional Library - Events, books, current services, online

resources, and much more. If you haven't signed up for their monthly

newsletter, you can find it under "About Us" and selecting the "FVRL

Newsroom"
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